ADOPTED – JUNE 9, 2026

AGENDA ITEM NO. 18
Introduced by the Human Services, County Services, and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE WAIVING THE FOUR WEEK WAITING PERIOD TO FILL THE HEALTH COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST POSITION

RESOLUTION #26 – 297

WHEREAS, Ingham County Health Department’s (ICHD) Community Health Planning and Partnerships (CHP&P) Branch wishes to waive the four-week waiting period in order to fill the vacant Health Communications Specialist position effective upon approval; and

WHEREAS, ICHD’s current Health Communications Specialist employee submitted her resignation effective May 27, 2026, shortly after returning from a 12-week period of parental leave; and 

WHEREAS, in the interim period, the Deputy Health Officer (DHO) of Administration has assumed interim oversight of Health Communications Specialist functions to ensure continuity of public health communications; and

WHEREAS, considering the scope of responsibilities associated with the DHO position, the long-term assignment of these additional duties increases the risks of difficulty in effectively meeting both operational and communications needs; and 

WHEREAS, given the operational importance of this role, timely recruitment is necessary to support ongoing essential communication functions; and

WHEREAS, the Health Communications Specialist serves a critical role of translating health information into clear, actionable messaging to the public, healthcare providers, community organizations, and internal staff and combines public health knowledge with communication strategy, education, media relations, and community outreach; and

WHEREAS, this role often involves risk and crisis communication, education campaigns on topics including vaccines, chronic disease prevention, maternal health, infectious disease, and more; and

WHEREAS, as this position is a critical bridge between science, policy, and communication to the public and after twelve weeks of operating without a full-time staff in this role, ICHD wishes to prioritize recruitment for this position; and

WHEREAS, the Medical Health Officer recommends that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorize waiving the four-week waiting period to fill the vacant Health Communications Specialist Position, effective upon approval. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes waiving the four-week waiting period to post and fill the vacant Health Communications Specialist Position mandated by Resolution #25-152, effective upon approval.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Human Resources Department is authorized to post and initiate recruitment for this position without delay in order to ensure timely filling of the vacancy. 
HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Cahill, Tennis, Trubac, Morgan, Willis, Ruest, Schafer

          Nays:  None   


Absent:  None     
 
Approved 06/01/26
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Pratt, Lawrence, Grebner, Sebolt, Peña, Johnson, Maiville, Ruest

          Nays:  None     


Absent:  None     
 
Approved 06/02/26 

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Tennis, Sebolt, Polsdofer, Pratt, Maiville

          Nays:  None     

Absent: Morgan    
     Approved 06/03/26
